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Nothing says “summer” like ice 
cream and nothing says “summer 
heat” like mel  ng ice cream! 
Although actual mel  ng ice 
cream can be a bummer, this 
pain  ng project incorporates 
fun and easy pouring techniques 
for exci  ng, swirling, dripping, 
mel  ng eff ects.

SUPPLIES
• Heavy paper or cardboard  - cereal boxes work well, as do old manila folders
• Chromacryl Fluid Acrylics and/or Chromatemp Ar  sts’ Tempera Paint - assorted colors
• Chromacryl Pouring Medium
• Paper cups

• Cra  /popsicle s  cks
• Paintbrush
• Construc  on paper
• Glue
• Scissors
Op  onal:
• Cardboard box lids or aluminum baking 
trays
• Plas  c tablecloth, smock or old shirt, 
gloves - pouring can get messy!

• Squeeze bo  les
• Gli  er or spinkles

PREPARE TO PAINT
Cover your surface. Pouring into a box lid or a container can help control the drips and runs.
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STEP 1  MIX YOUR COLORS 

Begin with mixing 4:1 parts of Chromacryl Pouring Medium 
to Chromacryl Fluid Acrylics /Chromatemp Ar  sts’ Tempera 
Paint in a cup and s  r with a cra   s  ck. Add small amounts 
of water at a  me un  l the mix drips off  the cra   s  ck. The 
mix should be a consistency like melted ice cream! S  r un  l 
there are no lumps. If desired, pour mixture into a
squeeze bo  le.

STEP 2  POUR YOUR COLORS

Pour each color onto the cardboard or manila folder. Allow 
paint to mix on paper, or pour small amounts into one cup 
and then pour. Direct the paint by  l  ng the paper. You do 
need to work quickly but have fun. Pick up one color at a 
 me and pour onto your pain  ng surface. You can pour in 

circles, zig zags or just pour onto the center of the surface. 

Analogous colors (colors that are next to each other on a 
color wheel) usually work well with each other, for example, 
red/orange/yellow or blue/violet/red. It’s ok to add another 
color for excitement, but be careful if you pour or mix 
complementary colors (red/green; blue/orange; 
yellow/violet) so you do not mix or make mud.

If you have a color in a squeeze bo  le, add some drips and 
runs for sauce. If you want to add “toppings,” sprinkle gli  er 
or small sprinkles on the wet paint.
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Make mul  ple pours on diff erent pieces of 
cardboard so you can have diff erent “scoops” 
for your project.

Set aside to dry. Drying can take 24-72 hours, 
depending on the thickness of the paint and
the humidity.

STEP 3  MAKE YOUR CONE

While the poured papers are drying, mix up a 
cone color using just paint. Typically it is a light 
brown, but use your imagina  on! On a new 
piece of cardboard or manila folder, paint a large 
area with a loaded brush (that means, use a 
lot of paint!) You do not want a thin amount of 
paint. Once covered and while s  ll wet, use a 
the back of a paint brush to scratch texture in a 
waffl  e pa  ern. Set aside to dry.

STEP 4  CUT & ASSEMBLE

When the cone and poured papers are dry, cut 
into desired shapes. Younger children can cut 
a large triangle shape for the cone, and circle 
shapes for the ice cream. Older children can 
cut organic shapes for the scoops and drips. 
Remember to vary the sizes of the scoops if you 
have mul  ple “fl avors.” Glue to construc  on 
paper, star  ng with the cone, then the bo  om 
scoop, then the next, and so on! 
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